
I 

UNlTED l N f  ERlOR 
'July 

OF 
INVENTORY NOMIHATION 

I FAIWERS1 
AND/OR H I S T O R I C :  

PETERSRURG( inc i ry )  1 
FOR NPS USF OHLY t 

(Typu all enlrics compfete sec lions) 

PETERSBURG FARMERS' ! 
r.- - 

I O A T €  ' 

c k a d ~ N & ~  ! 

I 

(Chrck One)  

( L A g r i c u l ~ n o l  n Governmsnt 0 Pork 0 Trnnaportotion Comments 

_, ‘.ommercial @ X] Privots Ansfdance  Other IS~ecllyj --- 
- : cuutottvnoI 0 

I !: cntsrtolnment gl Mussurn -- 
- 

c wh R Akers Direct~r  
I 

r 
-1 

3WhELR's  N A M E .  < 3 .  

O~st r ic t  3 8u,ldinp 

0 L, 
L] O b p c t  

, * For t I Ien ry  AssociatFon V ~ r w ' W  z ;I * 
I 5 T R E E T  4Nn ~n 
1 ' 2  \ 
; t i 7  u T.>Yrw 1 c o n E 7 S  * 

0 Public 

a ph'ivote 

9 Both 

1 Pecersburg 
,d- -- - -  - ---. - 
5 .  LOCATION OF +-.- -. - -- 

cou RTHOUSE, R E G L S T R Y  O E G D S ~ T C :  - - 
Hustin~s r-. .. - 

N U M B E R :  
0 < 

Public Acquirltl 

In Process 

B*lma Conddered 

- r ,, 
r r 

C I T Y  S T 4 T E  I C O D E  % 5 ) 
I--- b7i - 1 

.-A .+ 
* . .  
1s- 

' tc - r.sh_tira - - 

IN 
~ T ~ T L E  S U H V F Y :  

a Occupied 

Q 

[7 Prsrsrvot~cn 

p r o g r e s s  

- 8 1 V i r ~ i ~ a H i s t o r i c L a n d m a r k s C o m i s s i o n S u r v e y  - A ; -;,  I 
5 , I R V E Y :  

Fcderol D S t a t e  O C o w n t y  E L e c o i  , C  I 

D L P D S I T Q T ~ V  FTR IURV& 

Y e s :  

Rastr~ctcd I 
D Unrcrtrrctsd I 

Virginia .His ic m d m a r k s o n  , -  . . 

1 - 
Ronm 7116- N - h 

A N D  N Y M O E R :  
u 5:  

I - 7  

C I T Y  T O W N :  -*- < !  
I 

I 

Form 	10-300 STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE 
1969) NATIONAL P A R K  SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC PLACES 
- FORM 

BANK 

- applicable 

BRANCH OF THE BANK-. . . 

E N T R Y  NUMBER 

C O M M O N  : 

S T R E E T  A N C  NUMBER: 

C l T Y  OR T O W N '  

, 

Industrial 

, , Military Religious I 

Scientific 
... 

OF PROPERTY Mr. Conrad . . 
, 

.-
Structure

I 

I 

on: 

Unoccupied 

work 

i n  

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP 

I 
I 	 Branch of fo r  the 'Preservation of . a 

NUMBER.  Antiquities, 
 --
--1630 B l a i r  Road 

on 	 ~ S T A T E : 

Virginia

L E G A L  DESCRIPTION 

O F 

Clerk's Office o f  Court 
S T R E E T  

I 

O R  

A N D  

T O W N .  
-

Pe 
EXISTING SURVEYS 

1 
I----

O F  

947 

- <	 -

D A T E  O F  

R E CO RD S: 

t o r  
S T R E E T  

OR 

Richmond Virginia 
C O D E  

5 . . 

I 



1 

- - 
DESCRIPTION 

The l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  on t h e  uppe r f loo r s  a r e  reached by a s t a i r  ha1  
a c r o s s  t h e  west  end of  t h e  bu i ld ing .  The handsome open-well s t a i r  is 1 
framed by a n  e l l i p t i c a l  a r c h  supported on f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s .  The o r i g i n a l  1 
woodwork i n  t h e  second f l o o r  rooms i s  n e a r l y  completely i n t a c t  and ranks 
among t h e  handsomest Federa l  woodwork i n  Pe tersburg .  Espec ia l ly  noteworthy 
a r e  t h e  mantels  and t h e  r i c h l y  t r e a t e d  e l l i p t i c a l  arched opening between 
t h e  two p r i n c i p a l  rooms. The opening r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  double doors  a s  
w e l l  a s  complex wood t r a c e r y  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  t h e  a rch .  The t h i r d  f l o o r  
rooms a l s o  con ta in  much o r i g i n a l  woodwork, b u t  i t  is much s imple r  i n  t r e a t -  
ment than  t h a t  on t h e  second f l o o r .  

The r e c e n t  convers ion  of t h e s e  two upper f l o o r s  i n t o  two a p a r t -  
ments has  n e c e s s i t a t e d  some adjustment  i n  p l an  t o  accomnodate k i t chens  and 
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CONDITION 

D E S C R l - E  THE P R E S E N T  *ND O R I G I N A L  (If known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Located on Bollingbrook S t r e e t  i n  what was once t h e  busy commer- 
c i a l  d i s t r i c t  of Pe tersburg ,  the  Farmers' Bank s t a n d s  a s  one of  t h e  few re -  
maining examples of t h e  imposing Federa l  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  formerly dominated 
t h e  a r e a .  Recently r e s t o r e d  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  appearance,  t h e  n e a r l y  square 
(44' X 46 ' )  four-bay b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  and i s  
covered by a pyramidal roof t h a t  i s  almost  completely hidden by a parapet .  
On e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  a p a i r  of i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. The 
pa rape t ,  pyramidal roo f ,  and s imple molded b r i c k  co rn ice  a r e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s ;  
the  o r i g i n a l s  were rep laced  i n  t h e  mid-nineteenth century  wi th  a gable  roof 
and bracketed co rn ice .  The facade and e a s t  w a l l  a r e  both  l a i d  i n  Flemish 
bond, whi le  t h e  r e a r  w a l l  and t h e  wes t  w a l l  (which was b u i l t  a s  a window- 
l e s s  p a r t y  w a l l )  a r e  l a i d  i n  three-course  American bond. The windows on 
the  facade  and e a s t  w a l l s  have tooled  sandstone s i l l s  embellished w i t h  
carved keystones.  The f l o o r  l e v e l s  a r e  expressed on t h e  facade wi th  t h e  
use of tooled sands tone  b e l t  courses .  The p r e s e n t  arrangement of  openings 
on the  ground f l o o r  of  t h e  facade (except f o r  t h e  wes t  doorway, which remain; 
i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n )  is a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  what i s  be l ieved  t o  be the  
o r i g i n a l  arrangement.  Most of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  ground f l o o r  w a l l  was removed 
i n  the  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n s t a l l  a shop-f ront .  Enough 
i n d i c a t i o n s  of  t h e  des ign  of  t h e  west  doorway surv ived  s o  t h a t  it could be 
reasonably recons t ruc ted .  The des ign  of  t h e  e a s t  doorway, o r  t h e  en t r ance  
t o  t h e  banking s e c t i o n ,  was a l s o  based on t h e  evidence found on t h e  west  
doorway. 

The smal l  r e a r  yard of  t h e  bank o r i g i n a l l y  conta ined  a b r i c k  
smokehouse and a b r i c k  guard house, each w i t h  o u t s i d e  dimensions of  12 '  X12'. 
These two b u i l d i n g s  have long s i n c e  d isappeared ,  bu t  r econs t ruc t ions  of them 
have been placed on t h e i r  s i t e s .  Across t h e  r e a r  of t h e  yard was a two- 
s t o r y  b r i c k  k i t c h e n ,  measuring 38' X 20 ' .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  f r o n t  w a l l  
of  t h i s  k i t c h e n  s u r v i v e s ,  and i t  i s  expected t h a t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
w i l l  be r econs t ruc ted .  

The i n t e r i o r  of  the  Farmers' Bank is d iv ided  i n t o  t h e  banking 
s e c t i o n  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and t h e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  on the  second and t h i r d  
f l o o r s .  Nearly a l l  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  of  the  banking s e c t i o n  was removed 
when t h e  space  w a s  converted i n t o  a shop. The p resen t  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  i n  
t h e  banking rooms was i n s t a l l e d  a s  p a r t  of  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  and i t s  des ign  
i s  based on t h a t  of  o r i g i n a l  t r i m  su rv iv ing  elsewhere i n  the  bu i ld ing .  To 
t h e  wes t  of  t h e  r e a r  banking room has  been r econs t ruc ted  t h e  f i r e p r o o f  
"s t rong room". This  s t r o n g  room is d i r e c t l y  over  a basement v a u l t  and has  
been equipped w i t h  a t r a p  door provid ing  access  t o  t h e  v a u l t .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C a N C E  

The Petersburg  Branch of the  Farmers' Bank i s  a noteworthy 
example of  t h e  f i n e  q u a l i t y  Federa l  s t y l e  commercial a r c h i t e c t u r e  t h a t  once 
dominated t h e  h e a r t s  of  many of t h e  ~ommonwealth's e a r l y  c i t i e s .  The 
h i s t o r y  of t h i s  bank provides a n  i n s i g h t  i n t o  the  f i n a n c i a l  h i s t o r y  of 
n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  Virg in ia .  

I n  1812 a group of  V i rg in i ans  decided t o  meet t h e  growing f inan ,  
c i a 1  and commercial needs of t h e  Commonwealth by t h e  formation of a  new 
banking es tab l i shment .  On February 13, 1812 the  General  Assembly g r a t i f i e l  
t h e i r  wish by pass ing  "An Act Inco rpora t ing  t h e  'Farmers'  Bank of ~ i r g i n i a '  
The Bank was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Richmond w i t h  c a p i t a l  s t o c k  valued a t  two m i l l i ,  
d o l l a r s ,  s e l l i n g  a t  one hundred d o l l a r s  each. With t h e  pass ing  of  t h e  a c t  
i t  was a l s o  decided t h a t  branches would be s e t  up i n  Norfolk,  Lynchburg, 
Winchester and Petersburg.  As Frances Leigh Williams has  pointed o u t  i n  
They Face t h e  Future ,  "These branches...were n o t  t h e  same a s  the  branch 
banks which we have today. Each branch had i t s  own c a p i t a l  s tock  s e p a r a t e  
from t h e  s t o c k  of  t h e  pa ren t  o f f i c e . "  

This  system, a s  M. E. Bristow has  suggested i n  Richmond, Capi ta  
of  V i r g i n i a ,  made "Vi rg in ia ' s  p re -C iv i l  War branch banks ... more n e a r l y  - 
a k i n  t o  t h e  p resen t  Federa l  Reserve System than t o  t h e  p resen t  day banks." 
The r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of  t h i s  banking system have been e l abora t ed  by John Jay  
Know i n  h i s  H i s  t o r y  of Banking i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  He has w r i t t e n  t h a t  
"each branch i ssued  its own no tes  of  c i r c u l a t i o n  and became a complete bank 
w i l l  a l l  t h e  func t ions  necessary  t o  meet t h e  requirements  of t h e  community 
i n  which i t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  The branch bank exchanged no te s  wi th  t h e  
mother bank and thus  promoted a wide c i r c u l a t i o n . "  

The ~ a r m e r s '  Bank of  Vi rg in i a  th r ived  and had i t s  o r i g i n a l  
c h a r t e r  which was t o  extend u n t i l  June 1, 1827 re-extended i n  1823-24, 
1855-56 and 1861. By t h e  time of  t h e  outbreak  of  t h e  War between t h e  S t a t  
a d d i t i o n a l  branches had been opened i n  Danv i l l e ,  Alexandr ia ,  J e f f e r s o n v i l l e  
F i n c a s t l e ,  Salem, Newbern, Lewisburg, C l a r k s v i l l e ,  Front  Royal and 
Harrisonburg. 

Ear ly  i n  1816 p lans  ma te r i a l i zed  f o r  t h e  opening of  a  branch of 
the  Farmers' Bank i n  Pe tersburg .  On January 23, 1816 t h e  Bank purchased a  
l o t  on t h e  northwest  co rne r  of  Bollingbrook S t r e e t  and Market Lane (Cockade 
Al ley)  from Robert Bo l l ing  f o r  $7000. By November 1817 a bank had been 
b u i l t ,  f o r ,  on November 8 a  "Banking house of  Brick, t h r e e  s t o r i e s  high 
covered wi th  S l a t e  wi th  a  p a r a p i t  w a l l  a l l  around" was insured  by. t h e  
Mutual Assurance S o c i e t y  of V i rg in i a  f o r  $18,000. Included i n  t h e  insuran  
v a l u a t i o n  were f o u r  b r i c k  ou tbu i ld ings :  a s t a b l e  and c a r r i a g e  house, a  

a s&kehouse and a "Guard house." In accordance w i t h  t h e  system 
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of t h e  t imes ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o r  c a s h i e r  of  the  bank, depending on which o f f i c e r  
took t h e  l ead ing  supervisory  r o l e ,  maintained h i s  home i n  the  bank bu i ld ing .  
Such was t h e  c a s e  i n  Pe tersburg ,  w i t h  t h e  c h a s h i e r  having h i s  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  
on the  upper two f l o o r s ,  reached by a s i d e - h a l l  en t r ance  s e p a r a t e  from t h e  
banking e s t ab l i shmen t .  

The banking bus iness  i n  Pe te r sburg  must have been r a p i d l y  
expanding, f o r ,  by t h e  1850 ' s  t h e r e  were two o t h e r  banks i n  ope ra t ion :  t h e  
Exchange Bank and t h e  Bank of Vi rg in i a .  By 1860 t h e  c a p i t a l  of the  Farmers' 
Bank i n  Pe te r sburg  was valued a t  $270,000. The bank survived the  War betwee 
the  S t a t e s  but  faced d e s t r u c t i o n  du r ing  t h e  opening yea r s  of  Reconstruct ion.  
I n  1866 t h c  Gencral Assembly passed an Act r e q u i r i n g  a l l  s t a t e  banks t o  be 
l i q u i d a t e d .  I n  compliance wi th  t h i s  law t h e  Pe tcrsburg  Bank had a l l  i ts  
a s s r t s  dccdcd t o  John M. Goddin and Samuel C. Robinson who wcrc t o  se rve  a s  
t r u s t c c s  i n  the conversion of  a l l  a s s r t s  i n t o  c u r r e n t  moncy. 

I n  s c t t l i n g  o u t  accounts  Goddin and Robertson so ld  thc  b u i l d i n  
and l o t  on t h e  northwest  co rne r  of Bollingbrook S t r e e t  and Market Lane (Cockad 
Al l ey )  to  John P. Branch f o r  $5000 on June 25, 1867. Branch, a member of the 
f i rm of Thomas Branch and Son was l i v i n g  i n  Pe tersburg  i n  1870 but  by 1879 had 
moved t o  Richmond. H i s  f i rm  probably used t h e  former Bank proper ty  a s  a bank 
o f f i c e  u n t i l  1871, f o r  a f t e r  t h a t  year  t h e r e  is no mention of  t h e  f i rm i n  the 
Pe tersburg  Di rec to ry .  I n  1879 Branch and h i s  w i f e  so ld  t h e  proper ty  on 
Bollingbrook S t r e e t  t o  John O'Conner o f  Pe tersburg  f o r  $3,002. The land s o l d  
a t  t h i s  time only  included the  a r e a  ex tending  a s  f a r  back a s  t h e  b r i c k  k i tchen  
and d i d  n o t  i nc lude  the  back a r e a  where t h e  b r i c k  s t a b l e  b u i l d i n g  had been 
e r e c t e d  . 

John O'Conner conducted a grocery  and l i q u o r  bus iness  i n  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  and r e s ided  t h e r e  u n t i l  1896. Since t h a t  t i m e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  has  n o t  
been used a s  a r e s idence .  I n  1962 t h e  O'Conner family s o l d  t h e  p rope r ty  t o  
John D. Haire  of Pe tersburg .  Hai re ,  i n  t u r n ,  conveyed t h e  p rope r ty  t o  t h e  
F o r t  Henry Branch of  t h e  Assoc ia t ion  f o r  t h e  P rese rva t ion  o f  V i rg in i a  
A n t i q u i t i e s .  S ince  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  APVA has  been engaged i n  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  as a banking museum. 
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